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May 10, 2021 
 
 
Dear Rising AP English Language Students (Rising 11th 
graders): 
 
Summer reading is a long-standing tradition of AP English here in Winston-Salem/Forsyth County Schools. Summer 
vacation can offer learning opportunities that are less stressful and yet still valuable; reading a good book is such an 
opportunity. Because the course focuses on analysis of argument and voice in a variety of genres of literature, the 
summer reading encourages you to begin thinking in a new way about what you read. We AP English teachers just want 
you to keep reading. You are currently scheduled to take AP English Language at RJR in fall 2021. If you change to the 
Career Center before the beginning of the year, you are responsible for getting their separate assignment. I can assure 
you that this assignment will be graded and utilized in class. To begin your education in formal rhetoric, you are required 
to complete the following before school begins: 
 

RJR Assignment  

Choose one of the non-fiction texts listed on this appendix (https://tinyurl.com/equityaplaclist)  and 

purchase a copy from any store. You can also access digital copies of texts if you would prefer, though I’m sure that 
you’re probably sick of screens at this point. Many of these books are available to check out from RJR’s library on a first 
come, first serve basis. Those books have been noted on the list. To check out a book from the library, please email the 
Ms. Chadha at achadha@wsfcs.k12.nc.us  with the following message: 

Ms. Chadha, I would like to check out a copy of [Insert Book Title Here] for AP English Language’s summer 
reading assignment. If that book is not available, please give me [Insert 2nd Choice title here]. My school ID 
number is [insert your lunch number here]. Thank you!  Sincerely, [Your first and last name] 

Ms. Chadha will check a copy of the book out to you and leave it in the attendance office (room 208 by landing) to pick 
up between the hours of 10 and 2 any weekday. Give at least 2 school days notice before coming to the school to pick 
it up. Books must be checked out before the end of school on June 11th. 
 
Part I:  As you read your choice book, use post-its to mark passages. Every time you encounter a particularly important, 
provocative, dramatic, surprising, even disturbing passage, mark it with a note.  After reading the entire novel, you will 
review the passages you have marked and decide which 5 you will analyze.  After reading, select 5 passages for analysis 
(make sure you include passages from the entire book).  Copy the passage including the page number and then write 
about the passage in the following ways.  See Part II. 
 
Part II:    In a well-written paragraph, explain how each of the five passages “fits” into the novel.  Discuss the importance 
of the passage to the book’s message, meaning or theme.  Incorporate textual support into your analysis. To generate 
you responses, consider the following questions (you will not answer each question for each passage, these are simply 
guidelines to help you in writing your paragraphs and the ideas you should consider/think about) – 

● Why does the passage impress, intrigue, horrify, or puzzle you? 
● Do you find the author’s use of language appealing or powerful?   
● Does it prompt a strong response from you as you read it? Does it present itself as so well-crafted that you just love the 

sound of it?  Is the language beautiful, descriptive, or graphic? 
● Is it particularly meaningful?  Is it a high point of the book? 

To access a digital version of this handout 
with clickable hyperlinks, please go to 
https://tinyurl.com/rjraplacsummer2021 

https://tinyurl.com/equityaplaclist
mailto:achadha@wsfcs.k12.nc.us
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● Do you find yourself in agreement/disagreement with the ideas expressed? 
● Does the passage remind you of a situation you experienced as well? 
● Does the passage make you laugh out loud or make you melancholy or make you another way? 
● Does the author raise intriguing questions or issues? 
● Does the passage challenge or expand your thinking? 
● Do you recognize this quote as containing an example or examples of literary or rhetorical devices? 
● What is the effect of this quote in relation to the book’s overall purpose? 

 
You are not limited to those questions, nor do you have to answer all of them.  But, your responses to the passages 
should clearly explain WHY the passages mean something to you, WHY these passages caught your attention, and, most 
importantly, HOW these passages propel the author’s overall purpose of the text. Be reasonably concise and find 
balance in quantity and quantity!  Don’t assume length = depth and remember don’t throw up on the page or be 
repetitive just to make it look like you accomplished a lot!  
 
Formatting/Requirements 

● Click here to download a copy of a template you can use for formatting. Sign into your WSFCS Google account. 
o Typed –12 pt font, 1 inch margins, single spaced. Include the title and author of the book at the top. 
o Number the quotes 1-5 – put your quotes in chronological order (the order in which they appear in the 

book).  You do not need to include the full text of the quote with the page number of the quote, but give 
enough so that I know the context without having to look them up. 

o Each quote should be at least 2 sentences long. After the quote, include the author’s last name and the 
quote’s page number in parenthesis. Commentary comes next. 

 
See the sample below:  (Note: This text is not on your selection list and this was not written with the idea of “equity” in mind) 

The Devil in the White City by Erik Larson 

Passage 1 Commentary 

“It was the details of the building that 
gave him the most pleasure… There 
would be a large basement with hidden 
chambers and a sub basement for the 
permanent storage of sensitive material… 
He could hardly imagine the pleasure that 
would fill his days when the building was 
finished and flesh-and-blood women 
moved among its features. As always, the 
thought aroused him” (Larson 67). 

This passage occurred when Dr. H. H. Holmes was deviously planning his house blueprint. Larson’s purpose in this 
passage was to bring out Holmes’s true evil and psychopathic impulses. He wanted a chamber in the basement of his 
Chicago building where he could murder young women in secret and then store them under the building forever. 
Even though Larson did not reveal that Holmes was planning this building to murder people, it was very evident with 
his callous diction. That there was “a sub basement for the permanent storage for sensitive material” in Holmes’s 
plans suggested that Holmes stored material in this room that was not to be seen or recovered ever again. Later in 
the passage when Larson specified that “flesh-and-blood women” would be moving “among its features” confirms 
the fact that this sub basement would be used to store bodies. By using these words, Larson dehumanized the 
women that lived in this building, and that is exactly what Holmes wanted to do to them. When I read this passage, I 
was completely disgusted. The fact that he felt pleasure when thinking about these rooms where he could kill people 
is horrifying. In addition, it is sickening to think that Holmes could murder young women just blocks away from the 
marvelous and jubilant world’s fair. By this point it is evident that Holmes is truly evil and psychopathic. 

 

Part III: Next year, our magnet theme is equity. Please examine some or all of the following resources to learn more 
about what social equity means. Then, write one additional paragraph in which you use your selected book as 
evidence proving or disproving the claim that we need to improve equity in school and/or the community. Consider 
using PEEL structure (point, evidence, explanation, link back to thesis) to ensure that you have specific examples and 
commentary for your response. This will serve as your argumentation pre-assessment for the year. 

● What is equity in education and why is it important? 
● Equity vs. Equality: What Is the Difference? 
● What is Equity and Why Do Our Children Deserve it? (TEDx Talk) 

 
Part IV: In addition, write a paragraph that tells me something unique or interesting about you. I don’t expect any 
particular format or information - just something about you. This paragraph will be worth a bonus 5 points! 

 

Here is a link to the rubric for the entire project. Please email me at sbwalters@wsfcs.k12.nc.us if you have any 
questions. Have a great summer! 
 
Sincerely, 
Stephanie B Walters 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1toVfLylV65mxTF3dJdyHvMOyQceSTYJtGXFp4SXhaOg/copy
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h1dQvPtwp0I
https://www.learningcirclesoftware.com/resources/equity-in-education/
https://www.thoughtco.com/equity-vs-equality-4767021
https://youtu.be/1lg3MytDC-Y
https://drive.google.com/file/d/15Ly5oJCqCPE2aAuXfX0goxJkJ88JeXth/view?usp=sharing
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